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Fort Hays
State University
Army ROTC

ROTC INFORMATION
AND
HANDBOOK

GENERAL INFORMATION
The Army Reserve Officers Training Corps (ROTC) Program was established at Fort Hays State
University in 1980. Army ROTC or Military Science as it is called on many universities is a
V!lluntary program available to male and female students enrolled at FHSU. Its purpose is to
develop college educated officers for the Active Army, Army Reserve and Army National Guard. Its
curriculum is designed to provide leadership and managerial training valuable in both the military
and civilian job markets.
FHSU offers four-year, two-year, veteran and scholarship ROTC programs. The programs are
The active
identical for all students the last two years and culminate in an Army commission.
I.
obligation varies from four years for scholarship students to as little as three months for students
who select or are chosen for Reserve Forces Duty (RFD).
The purpose of this booklet is to provide a reference on the Army ROTC program at FHSU. For
Additional information contact:
Military Science Department
Box 280
Fort Hays State University
Hays, KS 67601
Phone: 913-628-4381

ENROLLMENT REQUIREMENTS
The enrollment requirements are the same for all ROTC programs with some additional criteria
necessary for scholarship applicants. The requirements are as follows:
1.

Good character.

2.

Be a citizen of the United States (there are exceptions to this requirement).

3.

Be at least 17 years of age upon enrollment (requires parental consent), and be able to
complete all requirements by age 28 (non scholarship) or age 25 (scholarship).

4.

Meet medical fitness standards as prescribed by the U. S. Army.

5.

Be enrolled as a full time student.

6.

Be selected by the Professor of Military Science.

7.

Have the approval of the institutional authorities.

For enrollment in the last two years the following additional requirements must be met:
8.

Have officer potential.

9.

Have a minimum of two years of academic work remaining.

10. Successfully pass a scholastic aptitude test administered by the U. S. Army.

FOUR-YEAR ROTC PROGRAM
This program, as the name implies, takes four years to complete. It is designed for students
without prior military service and who are university freshmen. The ROTC program parallels the
academic level in the following manner:
Military Science (MS)

I

Freshman

Military Science

II

Sophomore

Military Science

III

Junior

Military Science

IV

Senior

The four year program consists of three parts.
1.

Basic Course. The first two years of ROTC taken during the freshman and
sophomore years.

2.

Advanced Course. The second two years taken during the junior and
senior years.

3. Advanced Camp. A training period of approximately six weeks, which is
conducted at a military installation and normally attended between the junior
(MS III) and senior (MS IV) years. (The advanced camps are held at Fort
Riley, KS; Fort Bragg, NC; and Fort Lewis, WA).
The Basic Course is entirely VO LUNTARY and NO military obligation is incurred. The classes
meet on a regularly scheduled basis one or two hours a week. In addition, each student has a lab
requirement. This requirement consists of activities scheduled at varying times throughout the
semester. Examples of lab activities are: visits to military installations, land navigation with map and
compass, marksmanship and field training exercises. The student has a selection of lab activities to
choose from.
The Basic Course is an introduction to Army ROTC, the U.S. Army and basic military skills. It is
designed to give the student a backgtound on which to make the decision as to entry into the
Advanced Course.
The Advanced Course is the last two years of ROTC and the Advanced Camp. The students
incur a military obligation when entering the advance course. In return, the advanced course cadet
is paid one hundred dollars a month for up to 20 months and is also paid while attending advance
camp (approximately $500). The Advanced Course classes meet on a regularly scheduled basis two
to three hours a week. The lab requirement is additional and emphasizes leadership, physical
fitness and outdoor military skills.
Textbooks, uniforms and all instructional material for ROTC classes are furnished at NO
CHARGE for all FOUR years of ROTC.

TWO-YEAR PROGRAM
This program is designed for students who receive advanced placement credit for the basic
course or who were unable to take ROTC during their first two years of college.
: Advanced placement credit may be given for:
1.

Prior service in the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps or Coast Guard.
(Active or Reserve Component).

2.

Attendance at a service academy.

3. Junior (High School) ROTC.
4.

ROTC at other institutions.

Exact placement credit is determined on a case by case basis, but in many instances will qualify a
student to enter the advanced course. This advanced placement may allow a student to enter MS III
before becoming an academic junior although academic and military science alignment is preferred.
Basic Camp is for college sophomores who do not meet the advanced placement credit criteria
and have no prior ROTC, but wish to enter advanced ROTC. The Basic Camp is a six week ROTC
training course held at Fort Knox, Kentucky. This camp is attended before the junior year and takes
the place of MS I and MS II. As with MS I and MS II, basic camp is strictly VO LUNTARY and NO
military obligation is incurred.
Veterans may take advantage of advanced placement credit and enter the ROTC Advanced
Course. Veterans may draw both the ROTC financial assistance and any veterans educational
benefits they are entitled to.
The program of instruction is the same for the last two years whichever path is used by the
student to qualify for Advanced ROTC.

ARMY ROTC SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMS
The U. S. Army offers financial assistance in the form of four-, three-, two-, and one-year
scholarships to outstanding young men and women interested in going to college and in a career as
an Army officer. Each scholarship pays for tuition, books, and lab fees; plus a subsistance allowance
of $100 per month for ten months of each school year. Four-year scholarships are open to high
school seniors who will enter Army ROTC as college freshmen.
The three-, two-, and one-year scholarships are open only to college students who are enrolled in
Army ROTC.
General Scholarship requirements:
1.

Be a U. S. citizen.

2.

Be at least 17 years of age when scholarship will become effective.

3.

Be able to complete all requirements for a commission before age 25.

4.

Be enrolled in or acceptable for enrollment in a university with Army ROTC.

5.

Agree to serve four years on active duty.

Applicants for four-year scholarships in addition to the above:
6.

Be a high school graduate or have received equivalent credit from an
acceptable state or national agency.

7.

If an enlisted person on active duty, the applicant must be eligible for release
from military service in sufficient time to complete requirements.

Applicants for three-, two-, and one-year scholarships in addition to general requirements above:
8.

Be enrolled in the Army ROTC program.

9.

Have satisfactory grades in academic and ROTC courses.

10. Be accepted by Professor of Military Science for continued enrollment in
ROTC.
11. Have at least three years of academic study remaining to qualify for a degree
(for three-year scholarships), two years of study remaining (for two-year
scholarships) or one year of study remaining (for one-year scholarships).
The course requirements are the same for both scholarship and non-scholarship students,
however, the scholarship students incur a four year active duty obligation.

EARLY COMMISSIONING PROGRAM
A student who through advanced placement will complete ROTC commissioning requirements
before completing degree requirements may be commissioned in the reserve forces. Then, upon
completion of degree requirements and graduation may request duty with the Active Army or
continue on their reserve assignment.

SIMULTANEOUS MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM (SMP)
The Simultaneous Membership Program is a voluntary officer training program which allows
Army National Guard and Army Reserve enlisted members to drill and receive entitlements while a
member of the Advanced Course of the ROTC Program. Participants in this program are allowed
to receive benefits from both ROTC and the National Guard or Reserves; however, they must fulfill
all requirements of both programs.

KANSAS NATIONAL GUARD SCHOLARSHIPS
The Kansas National Guard is awarding four year ROTC scholarships to qualified individuals.
The ROTC program is the same and upon commissioning the scholarship recipient has a military
obligation to the Kansas National Guard.

ACTIVE DUTY OBLIGATION
The active duty obligations vary from three months to four years. Selection for active duty is
based on the needs of the Army, academic performance, desires of the individual, ROTC
performance and the recommendation of the Professor of Military Science.
1.

Army ROTC Scholarship recipients are required to serve four years.

2.

Active Army selectees serve three years.

3. Reserve Forces Duty (RFD) selectees serve an initial active duty period of
approximately three months. This is normally attendance at their basic officer
course. The remainder of their obligation is spent with the Army Reserve or
Army National Guard.

PREREQUISITES FOR A COMMISSION
1.

Complete the ROTC course requirements and Advanced ROTC summer
camp.

2.

Graduate from the university (exception - early commissioning program).

3.

Be recommended by the Professor of Military Science (PMS).

The commission will be as a Second Lieutenant in the U. S. Army.

FHSU ROTC COURSES
Basic Course MS I and MS II (Freshman and Sophomore)
Credit Hours
113

U. S. Defense Establishment

1

114

Introduction to Leadership and Management

1

200

ROTC Basic Camp (2year program only)

4

223

Fundamentals of Military Training

1

224

Introduction to Tactics
Leadership Laboratory

1
0

The Basic Course lab will include visits to military installations/organizations, leadership
orientation, outdoor activities and voluntary extra curricular ROTC functions.
: Advanced Course MS III and MS IV (Junior and Senior)

333

Advanced Military Tactics

2

334

Advanced Leadership Development

3

400

ROTC Advanced Camp

3

443

Theory and Dynamics of the Military T earn

3

444

Seminar in Leadership and Management

2

The Advanced Course lab will include field training exercises, physical fitness development, drill,
land navigation and leadership.

